PREFACE.

HIS Manual aims at a truthful sketch of the past history and the present
physicél and political position of the interestihg Provinece of Coorg
which has for the last 36 years. been nnder the sway of the British
Government. . -
Great changes have taken place during thls period. Coorg, though for
a Along\ time a jealously guarded imperium in zmperzo, had gradually to yield

to the onward march of civilization, in spite of the antagonism of its conser-

vative Headmen. Good roads in every direction opened up this once impene- .

trable mountain-girt tract, and numbers of enterpnsmg British settlers
with capital and nafional energy have already sta.mped a new character upon
the country. By three OPPOSItB lines the electric wire has linked Coorg
with the grand net of the South-Indian telegraph and consequentl} with
Europe and far distant America. Education 1s ﬁrmly and extensively
established, and the administration of the. country compar:-s most favoura.bly
with that of any well-governed province in India.

- By the kind permlssmn of the Superintendent and the Chief- Commlsswner
of Coorg, I had access for the compilation of this Gazetteer to all the
official records bearing on the subject. Amongst these I have found the
- “Réjéndrandme” and the “Memoir of the Coorg Survey” of great service-
The former'-'cbntains 'ffhe history of the Coorg Réajahs from 1633 to 1808,
composed under the eye of Dodda-Viréjende'r, the hero of | Cooi-;g' His-
tory. The latter was written by Lieut. Connor of the Roya? Engmeers in -
1817. Though drawn up under the most untoward clrcumstances it exhibifs
a clear and comprehensive insight into the -state of Coorg half & cen’tury
gince and reflects great credit upon i_;he. int e]hgence and ablhty of that,Oﬂicer. |
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In 1855 Dr. H. Moegling, the first Protestant Missionary‘in Coorg,
_ ﬁrote a little book, entitled “Coorg Memoirs? which in 1866 was re-
published in German in an enlarged and amended edition. This book
intended for a Missionary public furnishes extensive and correct infofmation
on social and religious topies and has been la.rgely made use of in thxs
volume.

I am also indebted to my late Assistant, Mr A. Graeter, for his comma-
" mications on the Coorg langnage which he has successfully studied.

But 'whatever source of information has been made use of—and I am
under obligation to several Gentlemen for special communications and re-
ferences, to whom I herewith offer my thanks-—the materials have been
worked with the view of forming a homogenous whole.

The Compiler’s residence of 14 years amongst the Coorgs and his
familiar intercourse with them in every part of the country as Inspector of
the Government Vernacular Schools, may be accepted as & further gunar-
antée for the reliable character of the information in this Grazetteer.

The greater portion of the Manual having been read in manusoi'ipt by
Mr. Bowrmg, the late Chlef-Commlssxener, it may be considered as having
. passed\oﬁiclal censorship.

In the\gpellmg of native words, which are baged upon their etymdlogical
roots, as far. as these could be ascertained, an attempt has been made at a .
‘aniform system'a‘ccord;bg to the one usnally received by English Orienta.lists, :
except where established English usage has otherwise fixed the orthography.
The short vowelé\are unaccented, the long have an acute accent above them
and are pronounced with their natur al sound as in German or Italian.

The distance of the Press rendenng it 1mpra.cticable for the authogf’ to
correct the proofshests, sundry misprints have been left which, however, are

noted in the Errata.

G'. Richter.



